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MYTHS AND MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT PROSTITUTION

PROSTITUTION IS SURROUNDED BY OLD AND NEW MYTHS TO JUSTIFY IT. THESE INCLUDE:

• ”It’s the oldest profession” – it is not a profession but an oppression, and agriculture was around first.

• ”It is a victimless crime” – women, children and men in prostitution experience constant violations of their human rights, including the right to dignity and the right to physical, mental, emotional and sexual safety, health and integrity. A US study found that the mortality rate of individuals in prostitution is 40 times that of the national average. Prostitution creates an atmosphere in which perpetual violence against women, children and men is commercialized and accepted. 

• ”Anti-prostitution feminists are against women in prostitution” – one of the accusations coming from the pro-prostitution lobby is that feminists who define prostitution as ‘abuse’ are against the women (and men) in prostitution themselves. This is completely untrue. Anti-prostitution activists are against the institution of prostitution, and advocate the decriminalization of prostituted women (and men).

• ”Disabled men, who might not be able to find a sexual partner, have a right to the services of prostituted women” – no one has the ‘right’ to buy sex. Why are disabled women not calling for similar services?

• ”Prostitution prevents the rape of ‘other’ women” – most women in the sex industry are raped – so are millions of non-prostituted women. Also, this point of view perpetuates the myth that men cannot control their instincts and must satisfy their sexual ‘needs’ (see next point). Rape is not about sexual desire, it is about violence and power.

• ”Men need sex” – no man has ever died from lack of sex. Men are no more at the mercy of their hormones than women. Men are not innocent victims of sexual desires and women and children do not exist to service them.

• ”Women are exploiting the men, not the other way around” – Because money changes hands, women are said to be the ones in control in the prostitution industry. However, the reality is that women in prostitution rarely keep the majority (in many cases, any) of this money, as it is taken by the pimps, brothel owners, etc. 

• ”Women choose prostitution” – it is a choice out of no choice. A significant number of women involved in prostitution entered as children, suffered abuse as children or adults, and/or feel they cannot find “real” work and thus have no other choice than prostitution. Various studies carried out in the US, Hungary and other countries have found that of those women in prostitution who were interviewed, almost all would leave prostitution if they could, and they would not want their children to enter prostitution.

• ”Women enjoy it” – Buyers often delude themselves that prostituted women enjoy the sex of prostitution, and this is a commonly held myth among the general public as well. Read the statements below from prostituted women:

“I would need to artificially lubricate my vagina because it was dry and painful. Some men would get aggressive, especially if they were drunk. Somehow I threatened their maleness.”

“The sex was always horrible – the worst thing was having to pretend I was enjoying it – the best was that, on average, it took them about two and a half minutes!”

Now compare these words with those of customers:

“Those girls get more out of it than I do! They’re paid, and they get a bloody good seeing to into the bargain.”

“Do I think they enjoy it? Of course they do, well they wouldn’t be doing it if they didn’t get something from it.”

• ”It can be made safe” – the pimps and customers are dangerous and often are violent with the women. Safety is not simply a matter of condoms and protection from STDs.

• ”If the sex industry was legalised, the women would be safer, and the buyers less dangerous” – this is one of the most prevailing myths of all. Contrary to this assertion, there is no evidence that legalisation makes women (and men) in prostitution safer or reduces demand. However, there is evidence that legalisation is ineffective, and results in an expansion and normalisation of the sex industry, which leads to increased demand for the number and variety of women, children and men, which leads to increased trafficking and recruitment in order to meet this demand.

We know that other sexual violence in addition to the actual sex of prostitution, which many women describe as ‘akin to rape,’ is a common, if not everyday experience of women in prostitution. Women in prostitution are violated and abused in much of the same way as trafficked women.
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